
 

 



 

1. Introduction 

 

It was during the second pentad of November 2008 that the northeasterly winds 

appeared to be persistent over the northern South China Sea. As many as four surges 

occurred over the South China Sea through the period of November 2008. These four surges 

occurred during the second, third, fifth  and last pentads of November respectively. The first 

two of the surge events coincided respectively with the passage of the Tropical Cyclone (TC) 

Maysak and TC Noul which minimised the impacts of the surges over the Malaysian and 

southern Thailand regions as well as eastern Indonesia in particular.  However, the early 

formation of TC Maysak over the South China Sea had triggered excessive rainfall over 

western part of Philippines during the early week of November.  Severe flooding caused by 

heavy rain brought in by a cold front also had affected northern Philippines during the last 

week of November.  The TC Noul which struck central Vietnam on 17 November 2008 also 

had induced heavy rain and floods as well as landslides over few provinces in this region.   

                                       

2. Weather Conditions During November 2008 

 Anomalously warm or near-normal temperatures persisted during September to first 

half of November in most parts of the Asian regions. The ENSO-neutral conditions also 

persist as the equatorial sea surface temperatures over the central and western tropical 

Pacific Ocean are near-average values.  However, parts of Asia such as Malaysia, northern 

Luzon and southern Mindanao in Philippines, northern Thailand, central Indochina and 

Sumatra (except the central areas) as well as eastern Indonesia still received above normal 

amounts of rainfall.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: 925 hPa Mean Wind Pattern for November 2008 



 

The 925 hPa mean wind pattern for November 2008 (Figure 1) depicting the 

northeasterly winds with speeds around 20 to 25 knots prevailed mainly over  the northern 

South China Sea (as depicted by the blue colour shaded area). These northeasterly winds 

have slackened significantly over central South China Sea and turn cyclonically over 

southern South China Sea.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2: Time Series of 925 hPa 10 ï 30ºN Zonal Winds (m/s) for November 2008 

 
 

Time Series of 925 hPa zonal winds for November (Figure 2) depicts a broad strong 

easterly winds with speeds greater than 12 m/s (25 knots) as depicted by the dark blue 

colour dominating the western Pacific Ocean and South China Sea during the period 18 to 

25 November 2008.  Such wind conditions coupled with the cold air surges during 18 to 25 
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